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The bill we developed in the 113th Con-
gress would not have been possible without
the knowledge and dedicated work of Mr.
David Whaley, who retired from the Com-
mittee after twenty years of working on fish-
eries issues. | would like to acknowledge and
thank Dave for his hard work and dedication
over the years. | hired Dave in 1994 as my
fisheries staffer for the Committee on Re-
sources and he continued to handle Alaskan,
national and international fishery issues, as
well as marine mammal and ocean issues
over his career on the Committee. Dave has
been an invaluable resource to me and other
members of the Committee during his twenty
years of service on the Committee and we will
miss his expertise and experience as we
move this bill forward.

The Magnuson-Stevens Act allows for re-
gional management of fisheries. The law gives
guidance through its National Standards and
specifies the process through which the Coun-
cils develop their fishery management plans.
While the Secretary of Commerce has final
approval of fishery management plans, the
Magnuson-Stevens Act provides for a regional
approach where the Councils, hearing from its
local constituency groups, can develop fishery
management plans that best suit their fisheries
and fishermen. This is critical for the protec-
tion of coastal economies and for allowing the
stakeholders to be a part of the management
of their fisheries.

The Strengthening Fishing Communities and
Increasing Flexibility in Fisheries Management
Act would update the Magnuson-Stevens Act
to implement common sense reforms. The
2006 amendments were said to apply the
‘Alaska Model’ of fisheries management to
other regions of the country. The premise of
this reform was good. The ‘Alaska Model
worked in Alaska due to stock assessments
providing up-to-date fisheries data to allow the
North Pacific Fishery Management Council to
use adaptive management, providing optimal
use of fishery resources to fishermen. The
problem with trying to implement the ‘Alaska
Model’ in other regions was that these regions
did not have adequate science—due to infre-
quent or out dated stock assessments—to
support that type of management system. In-
stead of providing optimal use of the resource
for fishermen, the implementation of the ‘Alas-
ka Model’ resulted in fisheries being restricted
in regions that were considered ‘data poor’
due to multiple levels of precautionary meas-
ures being applied because of inadequate sci-
entific data.

| believe the Strengthening Fishing Commu-
nities and Increasing Flexibility in Fisheries
Management Act will allow for increased fish-
eries management flexibility and transparency,
provide for improved data collection, create
jobs, and—what | believe is very important—
create predictability and certainty for the
coastal communities that depend on stable
fishing activities.

The Strengthening Fishing Communities and
Increasing Flexibility in Fisheries Management
Act would reauthorize and strengthen the
Magnuson-Stevens Act to ensure a proper
balance between the biological needs of fish
stocks and the economic needs of fishermen
and coastal communities. The bill would make
a number of improvements to the Act: provide
flexibility for fishery managers when rebuilding
depleted fisheries; provide flexibility for fishery
managers when setting annual catch levels;
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provide more transparency for fishermen and
others in both science and management; pro-
vide a schedule for obtaining better fishery de-
pendent and fishery independent data espe-
cially for data poor fisheries; provide greater
protection for confidential information sub-
mitted to regulatory agencies; encourage and
promote cooperative research projects where
scientists work with fishermen to develop
sound scientific information; allow fishery man-
agers to take the economic impact of their de-
cisions into account when setting harvest lev-
els; allow fishery managers to take environ-
mental conditions into account when estab-
lishing harvest levels; allow fishermen in re-
gions where catch share programs have been
controversial to have a vote to determine
whether a new catch share program will be
implemented and to be provided better infor-
mation when considering such a program; re-
quire NOAA to provide better accountability on
how fees are collected and used; clarify the
role of the Magnuson-Stevens Act in relation-
ship to other federal statutes; and authorize
appropriations for an additional five fiscal
years at current authorized funding levels.

As I've learned over the years as a legis-
lator, laws are not written in stone. Congress’s
job is to review them, listen to constituents
and modify the laws as needed. Laws that are
stagnant do not help anyone. Times change
and laws need to reflect new information and
the needs of Americans.

Constituency groups were influential in de-
veloping the 2006 amendments to the Magnu-
son-Stevens Act. Key aspects of the 2006
amendments were the goal to end overfishing
through the requirement that annual catch lim-
its not exceed scientific recommendations and
accountability measures were instituted.
Changes in the Strengthening Fishing Com-
munities and Increasing Flexibility in Fisheries
Management Act were also developed by lis-
tening to constituency groups at committee
hearings, fishery managers at fishery council
meetings and at national conferences, and re-
viewing recommendations of the National
Academy of Sciences. Even the National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service recognizes the need for
reforms and has proposed revisions to its ad-
visory guidelines for National Standards 1, 3
and 7 of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. These
proposed revisions recommend changes that
would allow for increased flexibility in rebuild-
ing programs, clarify guidance on which stocks
require conservation and management and
defines depleted stocks, among other items.
These changes are similar to changes in-
cluded in the bill | am introducing today.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have the new
Chair of the Committee on Natural Resources,
RoB BISHOP, as a cosponsor of this legislation.
| look forward to working with him as the
Strengthening Fishing Communities and In-
creasing Flexibility in Fisheries Management
Act moves through Committee and the House.
| also am pleased to have Representatives
BRADLEY BYRNE and AMATA COLEMAN
RADEWAGEN as original cosponsors on the bill.
| look forward to working with any Member of
the House that is interested in reauthorizing
the Magnuson-Stevens Act. This is an impor-
tant piece of legislation and | urge Members to
support its movement through the House of
Representatives and 114th Congress.
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Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
reintroduce the Services for Ending Long-
Term Homelessness Act. Homelessness con-
tinues to be a troubling issue facing our na-
tion. In 2014, studies show that anywhere
from 700,000 to 2 million children, families,
and veterans found themselves homeless.

Nationally, on any given night, there are ap-
proximately 84,291 people who are experi-
encing chronic homelessness. Chronically
homeless people often live in shelters or on
the streets for years at a time, experience re-
peated episodes of homelessness without
achieving housing stability, or cycle between
homelessness, jails, mental health facilities,
and hospitals. These individuals are all too
often confronted with, or a combination of,
mental illness, substance addiction, life-threat-
ening illness or other serious health problems
that make it impossible to maintain or access
shelter. Fortunately, this bill presents us with
the opportunity to address this national issue
by ending long-term homelessness in Amer-
ica.

Studies have demonstrated that supportive
services are a practical and a guaranteed in-
vestment of public and private resources to
end long-term homelessness. These programs
result in a 39% reduction in total cost of serv-
ices from pre- to post-supportive housing with
an overall savings of $854,477. Furthermore,
residents were significantly less likely to return
to hospitals, nursing homes or prisons and
there was an overall positive shift in mental
and physical well-being.

The Services for Ending Long-Term Home-
lessness Act does three key things:

It requires the Secretary of Health and
Human Services (HHS), acting through the
Administrator of Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration, to design a
national strategy for providing services in sup-
portive housing that will assist in ending
chronic homelessness and to implement pro-
grams that address chronic homelessness.

It calls for the HHS Secretary to make multi-
year, renewable grants based on performance
criteria, including the outcome of ending long-
term homelessness matching the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Grants to eligible
entities in order to provide services promoting
recovery and self-sufficiency. Furthermore, it
addresses barriers to housing stability for
chronically homeless individuals and families
in, or who are scheduled to become residents
of, permanent supportive housing. This will
also apply to other individuals and families
who have voluntarily chosen to seek other
housing opportunities after a period of tenancy
in supportive housing.

It directs the HHS Secretary to require
grantees to report data regarding the perform-
ance outcomes of projects carried out under
this Act, which shall include measuring and re-
porting specific performance outcomes related
to the long-term goals of: (1) increasing sta-
bility within the community for individuals and
families who have been chronically homeless;
and (2) decreasing recurrence of periods of
homelessness.
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Mr. Speaker, it is time that we take a stand
to put an end to long-term homelessness in
America. | encourage my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to join me in supporting this
critically important bill, so that we can end
homelessness across this nation, because no
person deserves to live without a home or to
be on the streets.
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Sgt. Matt Levan of the Sugar
Land Police Department for being named the
2014 Officer of the Year. This award reflects
his exceptional contributions to our community
and his outstanding civic leadership.

Sgt. Levan began his service for the Sugar
Land Police Department 19 years ago and
continues to display leadership and commit-
ment to his job. As a member of the Houston
Metro Internet Crimes against Children Task
Force, he has taken a special interest in the
welfare of children in Sugar Land. Always
going a step further, he makes a practice of
sharing his experience and insights to em-
power the public to better defend themselves
from criminal threats. Thanks to officers like
Sgt. Levan, residents of Sugar Land can sleep
better at night knowing that our police officers
are dedicated to serving our community and
keeping us safe.

| commend Sgt. Levan for his outstanding
leadership and service to our community at
the Sugar Land Police Department. On behalf
of the residents of the Twenty-Second Con-
gressional District of Texas, congratulations
again to Sgt. Matt Levan on being named the
2014 Officer of the Year.

———————
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Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to cele-
brate the life, and note the passing of Tyler
Scott Brewer of Stanton, Kentucky, whom
passed away on January 24, 2015 at the
young age of 23.

According to his friends and family, Tyler
lived a life of adventure, compassion, ser-
vitude and the natural ability to touch lives. His
love for his family, friends, music, and his
Kentucky home was sincere and eternal. Tyler
was an absolute joy to be around, a true free
spirit, and had a network of friends that
stretched from coast to coast.

As a child, Tyler loved playing outside. He
was especially fond of the days spent on Cave
Run Lake with his family He attended Bowen
Elementary School and was praised by his
teachers for being an excellent student and an
extremely caring person; even at an early age
he was an advocate for those who were dif-
ferent or less fortunate. It was in elementary
school where Tyler was introduced to one of
his passions, Powell County Pirate football.
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Tyler started playing football in 5th grade
and played all the way through his senior sea-
son of high school. He was a four-year starter
on the varsity team while playing middle line-
backer on defense and full back on offense. In
addition to being an outstanding football play-
er, he was also awarded the honor of Aca-
demic All State all four seasons of high
school. Tyler graduated with honors from Pow-
ell County High School in 2010 and enrolled at
The University of Kentucky (UK).

While at UK, Tyler decided to join the Ma-
rine Corps. He left for Paris Island, South
Carolina in March 2011 to embark on the most
rigorous training regimen required by any
branch of the military; training that molds a re-
cruit into a Marine. His proudest moment was
his successful completion of the rite of pas-
sage known as The Crucible. Along with being
a model Marine, Tyler earned the rank of Cor-
poral in less than 3 and half years. Tyler
served one tour in Afghanistan, as part of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom, where he earned
the Navy and Marine Corp Achievement
Medal.

Tyler left the Marine Corps in September
2014 to return to life as a civilian. Upon return-
ing to Kentucky, Tyler enrolled in the welding
program at Maysville Community and Tech-
nical College. He was extremely excited about
the school but unfortunately he would never
fulfill his goal of completing the program.

Tragically, on January 24, 2015, the bright
light known as Tyler Scott Brewer was taken
in an automobile accident. Over 1,000 mourn-
ers visited Tyler. The outpouring of love from
people all across the nation was historic for
his small Powell County community and a tes-
tament to the amount of lives he touched and
affected in such a short amount of time.

Tyler was buried with full military honors
and laid to rest at the Donnie G. Randall Vet-
erans Memorial Cemetery in Stanton, Ken-
tucky.

Tyler Scott Brewer was a son, brother,
grandson, great grandson, nephew, cousin,
Marine, and a true friend to all. His kind and
loving spirit will be missed, but his legacy will
not be forgotten.
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Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | am proud
to congratulate McCoy Elementary School in
Carrollton, Texas, for earning the distinction of
being named one of the nation’s most suc-
cessful schools through the National Blue Rib-
bon Schools Program

In 1982, the Department of Education estab-
lished the National Blue Ribbon Schools Pro-
gram to recognize schools for their high or sig-
nificantly improved achievement. The pro-
gram’s goal is to identify the methods of thriv-
ing American schools to inspire others to imi-
tate their successful practices.

In October of 2014, Secretary of Education
Ame Duncan named McCoy Elementary
School as a 2014 Blue Ribbon School.
Schools selected for national honors reflect
high standards and accountability to their stu-
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dents and community alike. McCoy Elemen-
tary School remains committed to enhancing
the quality of learning for its students. The tire-
less work of the school’s educators and fami-
lies cannot go unnoticed, commensurate with
the hard work of the students who helped earn
this award.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, | ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating McCoy Elementary School on its accom-
plishment as a National Blue Ribbon School.

————
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Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | would like to honor Alameda County
Assistant District Attorney John Jay on his up-
coming retirement.

John has devoted his career to achieving
justice for the residents of Alameda County
and to keeping them safe. Following law
school he served as a law clerk in the Ala-
meda County Assistant District Attorney’s Of-
fice and then, in December 1979, was ap-
pointed to be a deputy district attorney.

Over his 35 year career, John has played a
positive role in nearly every part of the District
Attorney’s Office. Early on he tackled some of
the most serious felony cases in the county,
proving to be an excellent trial attorney.

John first took on a management position in
1998 when he became head of the Alameda
Branch. Later he became a preliminary exam-
ination team leader in the Wiley Manuel
Branch and the Assistant in Charge of the
Fremont Branch, a position he holds today.

John has been a terrific mentor to the many
young prosecutors in the District Attorney’s Of-
fice, including myself. He also taught outside
the office as well, serving as a criminal law
and evidence professor at Chabot College and
Las Positas College. And, he worked with po-
lice officers to help them understand what a
prosecutor looks for when presenting a case.

John has well earned his retirement. He
looks forward to spending time with his wife
Corrine and enjoying his interests in carpentry,
travel and the outdoors.

| want to thank John for his years of dedi-
cated service. | also want to wish him a very
enjoyable retirement.
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Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on roll
call No. 108, | was absent attending Auditor
Tom Schweich’s funeral in the State of Mis-
souri. Had | been present, | would have voted
“vea’.
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